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Information  on  students  who  leave  special  education  is 
collected  by  the  Department  of  Education  in  the  Exit  Data 
Report  •  A  Headcount  of  Students  Who  Leave  Special 
Education.  Specific  information  includes  the  number  of 
students  who  no  longer  require  special  education  services, 
returned  to  regular  education,  graduated  from  high  school, 
went  to  college  and  other  post  secondary  schools,  went  on  to 
paid  employment,  dropped  out  of  school,  and  reached 
maximum  age  during  the  school  year.  The  data  is  collected 
by  age  and  prototype  (see  note  below). 

The  data  responds  to  federal  reporting  requirements  and 
ranks  as  one  the  most  requested  types  of  data.  Department 
of  Education  staff,  state  legislators,  school  personnel,  and 
constituency  groups  are  among  those  who  wish  to  use  this 
information  for  assessing  the  outcome  of  special  education 
and  recommending  policy.  Presented  below  are  highlights 
of  exit  statistics  from  school  year  1987-88. 


Number  of  Students  Exiting 

Special  Education  1987-88 


Thousand* 


-Z7 


Raturnad 


Graduated 


Oroppad  Out       Maximum  Aga 


Note:  Prototype  refers  to  the  selling  where  students  receive  special 
education  services.  Prototype  502.1  is  a  regular  classroom  program  with 
special  education  services  provided  within  the  regular  classroom.  Prototype 
502.2  is  a  regular  classroom  program  with  up  to  25%  of  the  time  spent  in 
specialized  services.  Prototype  502.3  is  a  regular  classroom  program  with 
up  to  60%  of  the  time  spent  in  specialized  services.  Prototype  502.4  is  a  small 
group,  special  class,  public  school  program  where  a  child  spends  more  than 
60%  of  his  or  her  time  receiving  specialized  services  with  young  people  with 
similar  needs.  Prototype  502.4(i)  is  a  small  group,  special  class,  in  a  facility 
outside  a  regular  public  school,  composed  of  other  young  people  with 
similar  special  needs.  Prototype  502.5  is  a  private  day  school  program 
approved  by  the  Division  of  Special  Education.  Prototype  502.6  is  a  private 
residential  program  approved  by  the  Division  of  Special  Education. 
Prototype  502.7  is  a  home  or  hospital  program  recommended  by  a  physician. 
Prototype  502.8    is  a  preschool  program  for  3  and  4  year  olds. 


FACT  OVERVIEW    ... 

Returned  to  Regular  Education 

•  7%  of  aJl  special  education  students  met  objectives 
of  the  IEP  and  no  longer  required  special  education 
services. 

•  1%  left  special  education  for  other  reasons. 


Graduated 

•  34%  of  17-21  year  old  special  education  students 

graduated  from  high  school. 

•  18%  of  those  who  graduated  went  to  college. 

•  4%  of  those  who  graduated  went  to  other  post 
secondary  schools. 


Went  on  to  Employment 

•  19%  of  those  who  exited  the  education  system  went 
to  regular  employment 

•  1%  of  those  who  exited  the  education  system  went 
to  supported  employment 

Dropped  Out 

•  11%  dropped  out  of  school. 

(Above  averages  do  not  add  up  to  100%.) 


Why  Students  Left  Special  Education 

Of  students  who  left  special  education: 

•  53%  returned  to  regular  education  because  they 
met  objectives  of  the  IEP 

•  4%  returned  to  regular  education  without  meeting 
objectives  of  the  IEP. 

•  27%  graduated  from  high  school 

•  1%  reached  maximum  age 

•  15%  dropped  out  of  school 
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RETURNED  TO  REGULAR  EDUCATION 

"Returned  to  regular  education"  refers  to  individuals  who 
are  still  in  the  educational  system  but  no  longer  receive 
special  education  services.  Most  of  these  students  completed 
all  the  objectives  in  their  educational  plans  and  no  longer 
require  specialized  support  or  instruction  in  order  to  fully 
participate  in  regular  education  programs.  A  very  small 
percentage  returned  to  regular  education  for  other  reasons. 
Reasons  included:  students  did  not  want  to  be  in  special 
education  and  requested  to  be  transferred  back  to  regular 
education;  parents  withdrew  students  from  special  education; 
the  school  districts  placed  students  in  alternative  programs 
within  regular  education. 

There  are  9,916  students  who  returned  to  regular  education 
after  fulfilling  the  objectives  in  their  educational  plans. 
This  represents: 

•  53%  of  students  who  exited  special  education 

•  7%  of  the  total  special  education  enrollment 

•  6%  of  3-4  year  olds  in  special  education 

•  9%  of  5-1 3  year  olds  in  special  education 

•  5%  of  14-18  year  olds  in  special  education 

•  4%  of  19-21  year  olds  in  special  education 
23%  of  students  in  prototype  502. 1 

•  8%  of  students  in  prototype  502.2 

•  1%  of  students  in  prototype  502.3 
94%  of  students  in  prototype  502.7 

•  Less  than  1  %  in  each  of  the  remaining  prototypes 


Percent  of  Special  Education  Students 
Who  Returned  to  Regular  Education 


Percent 


3-4 


6-13  u-ie 

Within  Age  Group 


19-21 


There  are  620  students  who  returned  to  regular  education 
without  meeting  objectives  of  the  1EP.  This  is  close  to  1% 
of  the  total  special  education  enrollment.  Of  these  students 
65%  were  from  prototype  502.2, 16%  from  502.1, 8%  from 
502.3,  5%  from  502.4,  and  less  than  2%  from  each  of  the 
remaining  prototypes.  In  addition  2%  were  preschoolers, 
55%  were  5- 1 3  years  old,  42%  were  14-18  years  old,  and  1  % 
were  19-21  years  old. 


Met  Objectives  and  Returned  to  Regular  Education 
By  Prototype 


No.of 

%  Within 

%From 

Prototype 

Students 

Prototype* 

Total** 

502.1 

2,725 

22.56 

27 

502.2 

5,416 

8.00 

54 

502.3 

216 

1.28 

3 

502.4 

171 

.01 

2 

502.4<i) 

38 

.01 

0 

502.5 

22 

.01 

0 

502.6 

76 

.10 

1 

502.7 

961 

94.31 

10 

502.8 

251 

.05 

3 

Total 

9,916 

100 

*        Denominator  - 

=  SpEd  enrollment  in  selected  prototype 

♦*      Denominator: 

-  Total  number  of  students  that  returned  to  regular 

education. 

*i 

(Table  1  A) 
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Met  Objectives  and  Returned  to  Regular  Education 

By  Age 


No.of 

%  Within 

%From 

Age 

Students 

Age* 

Total** 

3-4 

277 

5.6 

2.8 

5 

219 

5.7 

2.2 

6 

514 

7.2 

5.2 

7 

863 

8.9 

8.7 

8 

1,063 

9.2 

10.7 

9 

1,132 

9.5 

11.4 

10 

1.073 

9.1 

10.8 

11 

1,063 

9.8 

10.7 

12 

695 

6.7 

7.0 

13 

669 

6.7 

6.7 

14 

541 

5.4 

5.4 

15 

444 

4.3 

4.5 

16 

512 

5.0 

5.2 

17 

484 

6.0 

4.9 

18 

253 

6.4 

2.6 

19 

79 

5.7 

<1.0 

20 

19 

2.7 

<1.0 

21 

16 

2.9 

<1.0 

Total 

9,916 

100 

*  Denominator  =  SpEd  enrollment  in  selected  prototype 

*  *      Denominator  =  Total  number  of  students  that  returned  to  regular 

education. 

(Table  IB) 
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GRADUATES 


"Graduates"  refers  to  students  who  while  receiving  special 
education  services  fufilled  their  community's  requirements 
for  graduating  from  high  school.  Data  on  students  who 
might  receive  modified  or  alternative  high  school  diplomas 
(i.e.  certificate  of  completion  or  GED)  was  not  collected. 
Some  of  the  students  who  graduated  from  high  school  went 
on  to  four  year  colleges  or  other  types  of  post  secondary 
schools.  Others  went  on  to  employment  settings,  while 
others  did  not  inform  school  districts  of  their  post  high 
school  status. 

There  are  5,078  special  education  students  between  the  ages 
of  17  through  21  who  graduated  from  high  school.  Special 
education  students  represent  8.5%  of  the  1988  high  school 
graduates  in  Massachusetts.  This  also  represents: 

•  27%  of  students  who  exited  special  education 

•  34%  of  17-21  year  old  special  education 
students. 

Of  the  total  who  graduated: 

•  17%  were  in  prototype  502. 1 

•  55%  were  in  prototype  502.2 

•  15%  were  in  prototype  502.3 

•  8%  were  in  prototype  502.4 

•  3%  were  in  prototype  502.4(i) 

•  2%  were  in  prototype  502.5 

•  17%  were  17  years  old 

•  50%  were  18  years  old 

•  23%  were  19  years  old 

•  7  %  were  20  years  old 

•  3%  were  21  years  old 

•  - 

Graduation  Rates  of  17-21  Year  Old  Students 
By  Prototype 


#of 

Age  17-21 

Graduation 

Prototyp 

>e 

Gradua 

tes     Enrollment 

Rate  (%)* 

502.1 

865 

1,451 

60 

502.2 

2,772 

5,899 

47 

502.3 

752 

2,172 

35 

502.4 

395 

2,731 

14 

502.4(i) 

142 

888 

16 

502.5 

104 

1,060 

10 

502.6 

14 

359 

4 

502.7 

34 

226 

15 

Total 

5 

,078 

14,786 

34 

*      Denominator  =  SpEd  enrollment  in  selected  prototype 

(Table  2) 


Averages  for  each  age  within  prototype  follow  the  trend 
noted  above.  Eighteen  year  olds  constitute  most  of  the 
graduates  regardless  of  prototype.  Exceptions  occur  in 
prototypes  502.7  and  502.6.  In  502.7  students  of  age  17  and 
18  make  up  most  of  the  graduates,  while  in  prototype  502.6 
most  of  the  graduates  were  19  or  21  year  olds. 

POST  SECONDARY  EDUCATION 

College 

"College"  refers  to  special  education  students  who  fulfilled 
requirements  for  graduating  from  high  school  and  gained 
admission  into  two  or  four  year  colleges.  Eighteen  percent 
of  special  needs  students  who  received  a  high  school  diploma 
went  on  to  college.  From  a  total  of  895  students: 

•  23%  were  in  prototype  502.1 

•  65%  were  in  prototype  502.2 

•  5%  were  in  prototype  502.3 

•  Less  than  4%  were  in  each  of  the  remaining 
prototypes 

Other 

"Other"  refers  to  special  education  students  who  fulfilled 
requirements  for  graduating  from  high  school  and  gained 
admission  into  post  secondary  schools  that  are  not  colleges. 
These  may  include  vocational,  technical  and  business  schools. 
Four  percent  of  special  needs  students  who  received  a  high 
school  diploma  went  on  to  other  post  secondary  schools. 

From  a  total  of  198  students: 

•  17%  were  in  prototype  502.1 

•  60%  were  in  prototype  502.2 

•  14%  in  prototype  502.3 

•  5%  in  prototype  502.4 

•  3%  in  prototype  502.4(i) 

•  2%  in  prototype  502.5 


EMPLOYMENT 

Competitive  Employment 

"Competitive  employment"  refers  to  students  who  exited 
the  education  system  while  in  special  education  and  went  on 
to  employment  settings  without  the  need  of  services  from 
other  state  agencies  or  support  groups.  These  students  may 
have  fulfilled  requirements  for  graduating  from  high  school, 
dropped  out  of  school,  or  exited  the  education  system 
because  of  maximum  age  restrictions  (i.e.  turned  22  during 
the  school  year). 
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There  are  1,565  special  education  students  who  went  on  to 
competitive  employment  after  exiting  the  educational  system. 


Supported  Employment 

"Supported  employment"  refers  to  students  who  exited  the 
education  system  while  in  special  education  and  went  on  to 
job  placements  which  can  only  be  maintained  if  support 
services  are  provided.  Examples  of  support  services  are: 
counseling,  transportation,  technological  aides,  interpreter 
services,  reader  services,  and  independent  living  services. 
These  students  may  have  fulfilled  requirements  for  graduating 
from  high  school,  dropped  out  of  school,  or  exited  the 
education  system  because  of  maximum  age  restrictions  (i.e. 
turned  22  during  school  year). 

There  are  121  special  education  students  who  went  on  to 
supported  employment  after  exiting  the  education  system. 


DROP  OUTS 


1 

Students  in  Employment  Settings 

by  Prototype 

Competitive 

Supported 

Employment 

Employment 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Prototype 

Students 

% 

Students     % 

502.1 

221 

14 

9          7 

502.2 

862 

55 

20         17 

502.3 

306 

20 

14         12 

502.4 

104 

7 

47         39 

502.4(i) 

49 

3 

11          9 

502.5 

15 

1 

15         12 

502.6 

6 

<1 

4          3 

502.7 

3 

<1 

1        <1 

Total 


"Drop  outs"  refers  to  special  education  students  who  chose 
to  leave  the  education  system  without  fulfilling  graduation 
requirements.  /^~ 


There  are  2,784  special  education  students  who  dropped  out 
of  school. 

•  The  drop  out  rate  in  1988  for  all  students  who  attend 
public  school  programs  in  Massachusetts  is  5%. 

•  The  drop  out  rate  for  special  needs  students  is  1 1%. 

•  19%  of  students  who  drop  out  have  special  needs.  This 
figure  is  higher  than  the  percentage  of  special  needs 
students  overall  in  Massachusetts  (16%). 

•  Most  special  education  students  who  dropped  out  in 
1988  were  16  or  17  years  old.  The  older  the  special 
needs  student  is,  the  less  likely  he  or  she  will  drop  out. 

Of  the  total  number  who  dropped  out  of  school: 

•  32%  were  16  years  old 

•  31%  were  17  years  old 

•  23%  were  18  years  old 

•  10%  were  19  years  old 

•  3%  were  20  years  old 

•  1  %  were  21  years  old 


Total 


1,565 


100 


(Table  3) 


121        100 


Dropped  Out  of  School 
by  Prototype 


No.  of      %  Within         %  From 

ototype 

Stu 

dents    Pi 

otoype  *       Total 

** 

502.1 

2 

09 

8.30 

7 

502.2 

969 

9.06 

35 

502.3 

623 

16.13 

23 

502.4 

510 

12.46 

18 

502.4(i) 

312 

22.67 

11 

502.5 

131 

8.36 

5 

502.6 

11 

2.44 

< 

:1 

502.7 

19 

5.35 

< 

:1 

2,784 


100 


*  Denominator  =  Special  Education  enrollment  in  selected  prototype. 
**  Denominator  =  Total  number  of  students  that  dropped  out. 

(T»ble  4A) 
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Age 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Total 


Dropped  Out  of  School 
by  Age 


No.  of 
Students 

885 
849 
655 
267 
93 
35 

2,784 


%  Within 
Age* 

8.68 
10.46 
16.47 
19.26 
13.32 

6.32 


%  From 

Total  11 

32 
31 
23 
10 

3 

1 

100 


*  Denominator  =  Special  Education  enrollment  in  selected  age. 
**     Denominator  =  Total  number  of  students  that  dropped  out. 


(Table  4B) 
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MAXIMUM  AGE 

"Maximum  age"  refers  to  special  education  students  who 
exited  from  the  education  system  because  they  turned  age 
22  and  therefore  under  state  regulation  are  no  longer  eligible 
to  receive  special  education  services.  These  students  did  not 
meet  requirements  for  graduating  from  high  school  and  did 
not  drop  out  of  school. 

There  are  252  students  who  reached  maximum  age.  This 
represents: 

•  1%  of  students  who  exited  special  education 

•  2%  of  students  from  prototype  502.4(i) 

•  Less  than  1%  from  each  of  the  remaining  prototypes 

Of  the  total  who  reached  maximum  age: 

•  4%  were  in  prototype  502.1 

•  Less  than  1%  were  in  prototype  502.2  and  502.3  each 

•  47%  were  in  prototype  502.4 

•  18%  were  in  prototype  502.4(i) 

•  14%  were  in  prototype  502.5  and  502.6  each 

•  2%  were  in  prototype  502.7. 


f 

DATA  SUMMARY 

J\ 

STUDENTS  WHO  LEFT  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  DURING  SCHOOL  YEAR  1987-198* 

{ 

Returned  to 

By 
Age 

Regular  Education 

aduated 

Dropped 
Out 

Reached 

Maximum 

Age 

Post  Secondary 
Education 

Employment 

Objectives  Were 

Met 

Not  Met        Gr 

College 

Other 

Competitive 

Supported 

3-15 

8,553 

453 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

16 

512 

70 

- 

885 

- 

- 

- 

96 

4 

17 

484 

66 

873 

849 

- 

192 

38 

284 

7 

18 

253 

25 

2,537 

655 

- 

531 

102 

710 

27 

19 

79 

4 

1,188 

267 

- 

141 

50 

365 

27 

20 

19 

0 

332 

93 

- 

27 

3 

88 

18 

21 

16 

2 

148 

35 

252 

4 

5 

22 

38 

Total 

9.916 

620 

5,078 

2,784 

252 

895 

198 

1,565 

121 

By  Prototype 

502.1 

2,725 

99 

868 

209 

10 

203 

33 

221 

9 

502.2 

5,416 

407 

2,776 

969 

4 

578 

119 

862 

20 

502.3 

256 

52 

755 

623 

0 

48 

28 

306 

14 

502.4 

171 

33 

395 

510 

118 

19 

10 

104 

47 

502.4i 

38 

11 

142 

312 

44 

27 

5 

49 

11 

502.5 

22 

2 

105 

131 

36 

12 

3 

15 

15 

502.6 

76 

2 

15 

11 

35 

3 

0 

6 

4 

502.7 

961 

- 

34 

19 

5 

5 

0 

3 

1 

502.8 

251 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I    Total 

9,916 

620 

5,078 

2,784 

252 

895 

198 

1,565 

121     J 

